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Professional medical education in the 21st century faces a long-standing and ever-
growing problem: How to provide basic training in the fundamentals of biomedical
science and clinical skills, while at the same time accommodating the diversity of talents
and interests of students and the many career paths within medicine. Solving this
dilemma within the complex environment of a medical school will require creative, and
sometimes radical, shifts in traditional approaches to admissions, curricula, faculty
support for teaching, and the link between pre-doctoral and post-doctoral training.

Dr Daniel H. Lowenstein is Professor and Vice Chairman in the Department of Neurology
at the University of California, San Francisco (UCSF), Director of the UCSF Epilepsy Center,
and Director of Physician-Scientist and Education Training Programs for the UCSF School
of Medicine. He was also a recent president of the American Epilepsy Society.
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